
ECD In Benin 

My year started off with a busy and fascinating trip to Benin, a small country on the west coast of Africa. I was doing research about community-based childcare and early learning models for the most vulnerable young children in developing countries. 
These were my initial impressions: ECD is legislated, compulsory and free in Benin meaning that children from age 3 are expected to go to childcare centres/pre-primary schools. Teachers and care workers receive training at two national institutes for early childhood education and are equipped with a set curriculum with lesson plans. There is a good knowledge of children’s rights, a strong emphasis on teaching hygiene and sanitation (thus helping to prevent certain diseases) and indigenous songs included in the curriculum. Many teachers appeared to have a strong emotional connection with their pupils. 
It appeared to me that this system’s outcomes included better performance at primary school, increased motivation to attend and stay in school, improved cleanliness/toilet routines, better social interaction (with adults as well as peers) and parents who had peace of mind that their children were safe, allowing them to focus on their livelihoods. 
I was impressed with the overall quality of the teaching and education and there is certainly a lot we in South Africa could learn from this small country. 
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